THE CAVE OF THE NATIVITY          3JJ1
of Mr. Bankes, as an admirer of the aits, and a lover
of fiew and curious information of every kind, I
was somewhat surprised to find the young lady
on my left approaching close to me; and pre-
sently a pressure of my hand, as it rested on the
carpet to support me in leaning forward while
looking at the * drawings, intimated the wishes
and intentions of the lady. I turned round to
observe her, without being noticed, and certain
signs still further intimated the desire of a
present.
Conversation now grew louder; and, as we
had taken with us some trifling articles to offer
to these people on our visit, according to the
known custom of their country, I gave her a
small huswife, furnished with needles, thread,
&a, the only article I possessed that was at
all adapted to the purpose. It was received
with many thanks and kisses of the hand* But
this was not all; advantage was taken of the
general attention being occupied, to ask me
whether I had nothing more that I could bestow.
I hesitated, and talked of things at home* A
reply was made : " I love you more than I can
express ; and if you will give me a large present,
come hither to-morrow, and you shall be my
favourite."
I thought it impossible that I could have
rightly understood her meaning; but though